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The City of New York Police Department (NYCPD), the largest
law enforcement agency in the United States, offers the following
comments to the subject docket "Replacement of Part 90 by Part 88

to Revise the Private Land Mobile Radio Services and the Policies

Governing Them."

The New York Metropolitan Area is the most populous center in
the United States. At the core of that area is New York City,
which covers 324 square miles and has a population of over 8
million people. 1In addition, over 3.5 million people come to work
in the City each day, and more than 25 million people visit the
City each year. The NYCPD is responsible for ensuring the safety

and well being of each and every one of these people.

The sheer size and density of the area's resident, working and
visitor populations present unique challenges to law enforcement
and require an enormous investment in communications equipment.
The NYCPD alone operates and maintains a radio network serving
19,500 portable units and 2,500 mobile radio units. This radio
network utilizes 55 channels in the UHF 470-512 MHz bands, 250
consolette bases, 118 repeater stations, 50 Emergency control
Stations, and 1,200 Satellite Receivers to provide inter-
communication between 75 Precinct Houses, hundreds of Specialized
Commands, 4,000 Patrol Vehicles, and 3,000 walking ''beat" police

officers.



our 3,000 walking 'beat'" police officer force is being
increased to 5,000 persons to address the City's commitment to
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increase in radio traffic. In addition, the volume of radio
traffic will be increasing even further, as Police Commissioner
Raymond Kelly and Mayor David N. Dinkins are committed to having a
force of 31,000 police officers trained and on duty in New York

City by 1996 in accordance with the 'Safe Streets, Safe City Act'".
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The New York City Police Department Public Safety Answering
Center (PSAC) 9-1-1 receives over nine million calls for assistance
from the general public annually. These calls generate more than

four million responding 'radio runs', with each radio run

generating many more subsequent two-way transmissions among and
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interoperability among City agencies serving the metropolitan New
York City area. Recent terrorist events in New York City have once
again focused on the need to intercommunicate among agencies as
well as to provide critical additional communications capacity at
the scenes of disasters, both within city boundaries ' and in

adjacent jurisdictions. 2

In order to find relief from the frequency spectrum shortages

which inhibit the efforts of the NYCPD, other city Agencies® and

surrounding public safety agencies, a committee known as the New

York Public Safety Agencies (NYPSA) was formed. *

On February 24, 1992, this committee filed a Joint Request
for Waiver of Parts 2 and 90 of the Federal Communications
Commissions's Rules and Regulations to permit operation of Public
Safety Radio Service two-way radio stations on frequencies in the
482-488 MHz band (TV channel 16). NYPSA's petition requested this
waiver to provide additional TV Channel sharing adjacent to the

existing land mobile stations presently operating throughout the

1. Terrorist bombing World Trade Center, Manhattan.
2. Avianca Airline crash, Nassau County.

3. NYC Police Dept, NYC Fire Dept, NYC Emergency Medical
Service, NYC Dept of Correction, NYC Transit Police,

NYC Dept of Transportation, NYC Health and Hospitals
Corp Police, NYC Dept of Parks and Recreation.

4. Nassau County Police Dept, Elmont Fire District, (Nassau
County), The Town of Islip (Suffolk County), and the Bergen County
Police in New Jersey.



New York metropolitan area on TV channels 14 and 15. '

In connection with this background of spectrum shortage, the
New York City Police Department recognizes and commends the
commission for undertaking one of a limited number of actions
possible to providing spectrum relief, relief that is desperately

needed hv_buyhlic safetv entities overatina in major metrooolitan

areas.

The NYPSA also filed Reply Comments with the commission in MM
Docket No. 87-268, on December 16, 1992, incorporated herewith by

reference.

Unfortunately, the commission's proposal as currently written
would seriously impact and disrupt the operational effectiveness of
the NYCPD's radio operations while placing unrealistic financial
burdens on the citizens of New York City. In this regard, it
should be noted that New York City public safety agencies have a
current radio communications investment of over one hundred million
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million dollars. The current financial environment in New York
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